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Kolkata as we all know is famous as the city
of joy. But is it really a city of joy? 
Of course not. In reality, it is a city of
materialists who falsely think that they are
experiencing joy but as followers of Srila
Prabhupada, we all are aware of it that it is
nothing but suffering. For devotees’
association is the key thing, to make their
way to Krishna. But in a city full of
materialistic exploiting people getting
association with saintly persons is like
getting an Oasis in the desert. In the city full
of people totally engrossed in the mode of
passion and ignorance I found a place of
swans THE GAURANGA BHAWAN.
                                                               

- Hariom Verma

I am very grateful to ISKCON Kolkata for
such an amazing opportunity. Gauranga
Bhawan really transformed my life. I learned
interpersonal and managerial skills,
discipline, and cooperation and at the top I
got the association of swans in the city full of
crows. While staying in Gauranga Bhawan I
practically learned how to apply the Vedic
injunction in our day-to-day life.
How to live by our values and culture and
how to be proud of the rich legacy we
inherit. That's why I say Gauranga Bhawan
is really an oasis in the midst of a desert.
                                                               



                                                         
-Sayan Guha 



-Nitish 
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For a long time, we did not have regular Hari Nama Sankirtan in
our temple, but by the enthusiasm and initiative of HG
Radhavallabh pr nearly one year ago we started Harinam
Sankirtan every Sunday from 5 pm. It goes on for 1 hour and we
cover surrounding areas like Park Street, Camac Street, Laudon
Street, Shakespeare Sarani, AJC Bose Road etc, Hunger Ford
Street etc. Sankirtan is always accompanied by book distribution.
On 5th November 2023, we had the 50th Harinam Sankirtan
with great pomp and Grandeur. Recently, it was decided in an
ICC meeting that all the temples should have Harinam Sankirtan
once a week. By Krishna's grace, we have already had it since the
last year. May we continue this with all enthusiasm. May the
number of devotees increase day by day, year by year, generation
after generation.                                                          

Every Sunday

-Anirban Patra 



-Rohan Kumar



Srila Prabhupada, as the pre-eminent siksha guru for all ISKCON
Disciples for all time to come, wanted everyone to systemically
study the sastric books and not just "read". Srila Prabhupada
often said, "Books are the basis". Under the leadership of ISKCON
Education Ministry and GBCs, the Bhakti Sastri courses have
been designed with organised study courses for 4 sastras - The
Bhagavad Gita, The Nectar of Devotion (Sri Bhakti Rasamrita
Sindhu), The Nectar of Instruction (Sri Upadeshamrita) and
Isopanishad. To encourage everyone to take up these courses,
even leaders, ones who already have all qualities in sastras, are
undergoing these assessments to get these degrees like HH
Jayapataka Swami Maharaja, recently got his Bhaktivedanta
degree, HH Bhakti Prema Swami Maharaja is undergoing Bhakti
Vaibhav Assessment and other leaders too just to encourage
everyone by personal example. - Arnab Banerjee

 - Nitin Kumar Bias

In ISKCON Kolkata Youth Forum too, a group of 10
devotees started their Bhakti Sastri Course from Gaur
Purnima 2023 from Paratatva Catuspathi, Mayapur and
many more are encouraged yet to start very soon. We seek
blessings of all Vaishnavas for all of them so that they can
please Srila Prabhupada in their endeavour. 



-Aritra Roy







On February 2nd, 2024, devotees led by HG Gopikanta Krishna Prabhu landed in the
birth city of Ram Lala, The Ayodhya Dham. The city was filled with spiritual
vibrations and ecstasy, with streets filled with Lord Ram's glories and paintings of his
past times. As we approached the newly inaugurated temple, we felt blessed and filled
with pride. The Maha Prasad of Ram Lala was a special nectar that made them dance
in joy.  After enjoying the Mahaprasad, we visited the Hanuman Garhi, the
Dasharatha Mahal, and the Kanak Mahal. In Hanuman Garhi, we had the divine
darshan of Hanuman Ji, the chief servant of Ramchandra, and the deity of Lord
Narasimha Dev, the protector of devotees. we sang Narshimha Arti for the
glorification of Lord Narshimhadev. In Dasharath Mahal, We saw many deities of
Lord Ramachandra and his brothers and their respective wives, including Radha
Krishna. Kanak Mahal attracted them with its golden palace, which was rebuilt by his
son Kush.  In the Kanak Bhawan, We had the darshan of three pairs of deities of Ram
Sita, one of which was personally installed by Lord Krishna. We also visited the
famous Sarayu River, where Lord Ramchandra ended his earthly pastimes along with
his associates. The view of Mother Sarayu's water current was eye-catching, and
Surya Dev took holy deep in Mother Sarayu and Chandra Dev glanced at the holy land
of Ayodhya.  At Mani Parvata, We chanted rounds on the mountain asking for the
blessing of Mother Sita. However, the new day came with the message of return,
filling all of their hearts with pain. We decided to do Hari Nam Sankirtan at Ayodhya
station, where people joined in ecstasy as We started the holy name of Lord Ram. This
proved that only Hari Nam Sankirtan could unite people, and people of all ages,
genders, castes, and creeds joined the sankirtan.  In summary, the journey to Ram
Lala Dham was an unforgettable experience filled with spiritual vibrations,
devotional slogans, and a sense of unity among devotees. The journey to Ayodhya
station was a testament to the power of Hari Nam Sankirtan, which united people of
all ages, genders, castes, and creeds.
Thus we boarded the train and came back to Kolkata, the birth City of Srila
Prabhupada.
                                                           

Shri Ram Janmabhoo﻿mi

-HariOm Verma 



Jaipur   &Kurukshetra Yatra

Last year, during the puja vacation, we
had a yatra to Jaipur and Kurukshetra
dham. HG Balaram Acharya Prabhu lead
our team. We visited the Dham through
their words. Jaipur is a very special Dham
for the Gaudiya Vaishnavas as the famous
deities worshipped by our Acharyas are
served there. We visited Radha
Madanmohan temple, Radha Vinod
temple, Radha Madhava temple etc. The
second part of the yatra was in
Kurukshetra. It was an amazing
experience to visit those places about
which I have heard in the epic of
Mahabharata - Abhimanyupur, the place
where Bhismadev was on the bed of
arrows etc. Visiting Jyotisar - where Gita
was spoken, was like the cherry on the
top. I'm eager to have this type of
Vaishnav association again.

-Rahul Santara 

Hare Krishna dear devotees,



-Vivek Kumar

-Rahul Adhakari
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-Anirban Patra



In the tranquil embrace of Habibpur's sacred Lila sthali, 20 devotees
from IYF Kolkata and Vrindavan Voice were graced with an
unforgettable journey under the benevolent guidance of HG Puridas
Prabhuji. Such congregational gatherings, reminiscent of the sankirtana
movement envisioned by our beloved Srila Prabhupada, are verily the
lifeblood of spiritual progress.
Our pilgrimage commenced at the hallowed grounds of ISKCON
Habibpur, where the divine forms of Sri Sri Radha Madhav, Sri Sri
Jagannath Baladev Subhadra Maharani, and Sri Sri Gaura Nitai
enthralled our hearts, transporting us to the sanctified realms of
Vaikuntha.
Venturing onward to Shantipur, the sacred abode of Advaita Acharya
Prabhu, we retraced the footsteps of the preeminent Siksha Guru of all
the ISKCON devotees, Srila Prabhupada, who sought divine
benedictions here before embarking on his mission to spread Krishna
consciousness across the globe. In a touching testament to the
universality of spiritual yearning, even a humble dog joined our
gathering, reminding us that all beings are potential recipients of Lord
Chaitanya's mercy.
Our journey culminated in Birnagar, the divine birthplace of Srila
Bhakti Vinoda Thakur, where beneath the serene canopy of a time-
honoured tree, we immersed ourselves in the nectar of his teachings.
Through his sublime example, we gleaned insights into the essence of
devotion and the art of surrender.
As our hearts swelled with transcendental bliss, we marvelled at the
profound wisdom shared during our spiritual odyssey, illuminating the
path of bhakti. For in the shelter of the association of devotees and the
sublime teachings of our acharyas, doubts dissolve like morning mist,
revealing the eternal truths of our spiritual heritage.
Indeed, to realize our true identity as eternal servants of Lord Krishna
and Srimati Radharani is the pinnacle of human existence, a realization
made tangible through the loving embrace of the Vaishnava community.
With heartfelt gratitude, we offer obeisances at the lotus feet of our
beloved Srila Prabhupada, whose timeless teachings continue to inspire
and uplift souls across the universe.

@ ISKCON Habibpur

-Vicky Kumar Shaw



The next day all the devotees attended the morning
program followed by enchanting darshan arati of the
Deities, Srila Prabhupada Guru puja and Srimad
Bhagavatam class at the temple hall by HG Puridas Prabhu.   
Post Bhagavatam class all the devotees led by the seniors
did Nagara Sankirtan on the streets of Sri Ekachakra Dham
which was followed by dham darshan. We visited holy
places like Nitai Badi, 

Sinchan Camp
Shri Ekchakra Dham

The yatra started with 25 devotees    at  
very early in the morning on 28th
December, from Howrah station to
catch the train for Rampurhat junction
and within a few hours of the journey
all the devotees reached ISKCON
Ekachakra temple safely. There all the
devotees were warmly greeted by the
temple authority and then all of us had
an enchanting darshan of the presiding
Deities Sri Radha Vrindavan Mohan,
and Sri Nityananda Chandra Gauranga
Raya followed by an ecstatic kirtan by
our devotees at temple hall. After that,
all of us checked into our rooms at
ISKCON guest house which was then
followed by prasadam, a little rest and
reading the pastimes of Sri Nityananda
Prabhu from Sri Chaitanya Bhagava in
the evening. 




